
ENGL148         Week         2         Edapt         -         Preparing         an         Argumentative   
Research         Proposal  

This week, your edapt lessons will focus on the overall concept of argument writing 
and the beginning elements of creating an effective argument.

You will focus on

● the misconceptions and truths associated with arguments,
● argument essay topics and goals, and
● prewriting and preparing for argument writing.

Also, you will complete a scholarly research tutorial and learn about APA citation and 
reference writing. As you work through these lessons, be sure to take your time and 
take notes.

Mod 1: Argument Misconceptions and Truths

A real argument is calm, grounded in solid logic and 
credible support, and considerate of opposing 
viewpoints.

Argument Misconceptions

Versus conflict

Versus fighting



The Effects of Misconceptions

Unfortunately, when we spend years exposed to all 
of these negative expressions of "argument," we 
easily end up:

●
● stifling our authentic thoughts
● believing that expressing a stance will lead to

backlash from others
● seeing opposing opinions as scary or as a

sign of anger and meanness

Everything Is an Argument

Why We Learn to Build Strong Arguments



Effects of Powerful Arguments

Indeed, anger has been found to be the strongest 
bonding emotion on social media, meaning that we 
tend to bond with strangers who share our anger 
(Fan et al., 2014). It’s no wonder that we have 
become weary of anger disguised as debate.

The best way to stay calm and apply true logic in a 
world with “angry noises” flying around us is to learn
about effective approaches and steps involved in 
effective arguments. We can then navigate the 
loudness of the empty opinions in the world and 
make our voices heard and remembered.



Argument Topic Examples

Another reason argument scares us is that when
we are asked to write in the argument mode, we
have a hard time developing a topic.

Some argumentative topics might be:

● a specific focus on one specific behavior, 
like smoking, in one specific way (e.g., local 
government public bans, federal taxing, or 
advertising limitations)

● transplant list priority (a specific criterion and

-
- a specific focus on one specific behavior, 

like smoking, in one specific way (e.g., local 
government public bans, federal taxing, or 
advertising limitations)



your stance on it)
● a stance on a specific involuntary 

admission procedure for one particular 
population (eldercare or mental health, for 
example)

● making a specific life-saving procedure 
or drug more accessible

● a particular issue involving the rights of 
minors and privacy and/or permissions 
in medical care

Finding Ideas for Argument

Your online library will have a Points of View 
database, for example. Once you are in your online 
library, you will go to “Databases” and then to “Points 
of View.” 

Another credible place to scan many current 
debatable topics is the website 
speechanddebate.org.

Refer to these, put them in notes

Argument Writing Situations

In most situations, you will already have some 
parameters for your argument project.

For example, you may be asked to problem-solve at
work, or you may be attempting to receive a refund 
for a poor product.

In your academic writing, you will often be given a 
broader scope and will be asked to narrow it to a 
topic within that scope, or theme.


