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Assigned Alteration: Hypersensitivity Reactions

What is Wrong?
Pathophysiologic Alteration

Hypersensitivity occurs due to the immune
system reactions to “harmless” materials or
substances.

They are otherwise known as “allergic
reactions.”

How is it Diagnosed?Laboratory and

Diagnostic Tests

Hypersensitivity reactions are diagnosed via
prick, patch, or intradermal tests.

The leve of IgE antibodies in the blood could
also be used to determine if it is an allergic
reaction.

There are four different types of hypersensitivity reactions.

Type 1 includes hay fever and food allergies, and is caused by IgE.

Type 2 is cytotoxic hypersensitivity, and caused by incompatible

blood transfusion.

Type 3 is immune complex hypersensitivity. It usually is linked to
autoimmune disorders, lupus, and rheumatoid arthritis.

Type IV is known as cell mediated or delayed hypersensitivity. It is caused
by organ transplant rejection, contact dermatitis..
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fully prevent an allergic reaction, and thus treatment (administration of epinephrine) is the only option.

he most obvious signs of an allergic reaction are localized inflammation
at the point of contact.

Other times, it could include wheezing, difficulty breathing, inflammation
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