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In this concept, you will explore the notion of federalism at work within the unique framework of 
separation of powers. Federalism and the separation of powers are foundational principles of 
the United States Constitution, shaping how power is distributed and exercised within the 
government. Federalism divides authority between the national government and the states, 
ensuring a balance that prevents either level from dominating.

At the same time, the separation of powers assigns specific responsibilities to each of the three
branches of government—legislative, executive, and judicial—creating a system of checks and 
balances. This structure ensures that no single branch holds too much power, promoting a 
stable     and     fair     government     where     authority     is     carefully     monitored     and     distributed  . Furthermore, 
the Tenth Amendment reinforces this principle by reserving any powers not explicitly granted to
the federal government to the states and the people.

Branches of the U.S. Government vs. State Government

Legislative branch

● Congress
○ Senate and House of Representatives

○ Creates federal statutes

● State legislature
○ State Senate and House of Representatives

○ Creates state statutes

Executive branch

● Federal
○ President and all federal law enforcement

○ Enforces federal laws

● State
○ Governor and all state law enforcement

○ Enforces state laws

Judicial branch

● Federal
○ U.S. Supreme Court and all federal courts

○ Interprets laws

● State
○ State high court and all state courts

○ Interprets laws



1. Federalism divides authority between the national government and the states, 
ensuring a balance that prevents either level from dominating. This distribution of 
power allows for local governance to address regional needs and diverse populations 
effectively while still maintaining a cohesive national framework for issues that 
transcend state borders.

2. Separation of powers assigns specific responsibilities to each of the three 
branches of government—legislative, executive, and judicial—creating a system of 
checks and balances. This structure ensures that no single branch holds too much 
power, promoting a stable and fair government where authority is carefully monitored 
and distributed.

3. The 10th Amendment reserves powers not given to the federal government to the 
states and the people, supporting limited government and ensuring authority is closer 
to citizens. It allows states to create laws that reflect their specific needs, promoting 
local governance and democratic participation. Additionally, it acts as a safeguard 
against
federal overreach, reinforcing checks and balances essential to American democracy.

Federalism at   Work      

A significant accomplishment of the American founding was the establishment of a
functional constitutional framework for political institutions. Two key elements of the U.S. 
Constitution, federalism and the separation of powers, reflect the framers' intention to 
distribute governmental authority.

Federalism, the system in which power is divided between a central government and 
regional governments, ensures that both the national government and the states

possess a large degree of sovereignty. While some framers aimed for a unitary system of 
government, the states were preserved due to their well-established political institutions
and loyalty.

The Constitution granted a few expressed powers to the national government while 
reserving the remainder of powers to the states. The separation of powers further limits
government by distributing responsibilities among different branches, compelling them 
to share power and prevent any single branch from becoming too dominant.

The federal government handles national concerns like defense, foreign policy, and 
interstate commerce, while states have primary control over local matters such as 
education, public safety, and infrastructure. However, there are some concurrent 
powers that may overlap between the federal and state governments. This balance 
ensures that


